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PORT MACDONNELL 150" ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

Several thousand people flocked to Port MacDonnell over the Easter weekend to join in the large-
scale celebrations designed to mark the 150 year anniversary since South Australia’s southern-most
town was officially proclaimed a Port. As the major sponsor, Council assisted with co-ordinating the
celebration and thanks all involved in making the event a success. Some of the projects and events
included:

The Hay and Silage Arts Project which made travelling between Allendale East and Port MacDonnell
in the weeks leading up to the celebration more enjoyable with brightly decorated bales dotting the
paddocks. Tenison Woods College’s “Outdoor Classroom Wednesday Group” spent weeks
decorating around 80 plastic-wrapped silage bales, and while the end result was a little confusing for
the cows, it was a feast for human eyes. The project was a real community effort; the bales were
donated by local farmers, Grant District Council and six local businesses provided paint supplies, an
Allendale Dairy was transformed into an art studio, and another local family delivered the creations
to properties along Bay Road.

Allendale East Area School Art Exhibition featured work by Kindergarten to year 10 students who
produced their own visual interpretation of what Port MacDonnell means to them. The project
gave students an opportunity to learn about the significance of the event, along with a stronger
sense of community. Themes included boats, old buildings, crayfish and other coastal subjects and
all students received a commemorative 150 certificate. Their artwork was unveiled to the public at a
launch in the Port MacDonnell Community Hall and remained on show along with student projects
throughout the 150 celebrations.

The ‘Then to Now’ street parade attracted large crowds who lined the foreshore to watch and
support about 370 people who took part in the parade, with over 90 vehicles, horses and walking
groups and some terrific historic floats which transported people back to the early days of
settlement and highlighted the many community groups and attractions that help make Port
MacDonnell special.

A Vintage Tractor Pull and large vintage machinery display appealed to all ages, providing an
opportunity for young and old to relive the area’s local farming heritage in an entertaining and
interesting way. The event was a great opportunity for owners of much loved pre-1955 vintage or
classic post 1956 machines to demonstrate that they still have some “grunt’ by dragging a heavy sled
along a 100-metre course.

The Bay Easter Book Fair and Market was held in the centre of town, attracting large number of
people who viewed a variety of public displays, bought local produce and handmade wares from the
open air market, and flicked through the thousands of books and magazines available at the book
fair. Children’s entertainment, music and Easter Bunny visits amused the audience while others
caught up and reminisced with family and friends from times past.
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PORT MACDONNELL AND DISTRICT PIONEERS ADVISORY COMMITTEE

The Committee has been collating and recording the cultural history of Port MacDonnell and district
in an effort to recognize the important contribution made by the pioneers and settlers, bringing their
achievements to life.

Members of the Committee are pleased to announce the successful completion of three major
projects, including the launch of their publication “Ordinary People — The Settlers of Port
MacDonnell & District”, a quality hard cover book telling the stories of over 100 ordinary people
who settled the Port MacDonnell and district. The book is available to purchase from District Council
of Grant Offices in Mount Gambier and Port MacDonnell for $38.50 RRP.

The Pioneers Heritage Paving Path (located at the Woolwash Historical Park) dedication service
was held in memory of our pioneering families as part of the Port MacDonnell 150 celebrations. A
second round of paver sales is currently open, closing on 30 July 2010. Contact Liz at Council on
8721 0444 to order your family’s named paver now.

As part of the Heritage Path, the Committee produced eight historical interpretive signs highlighting
the history of the district.

Also, the busy Committee redesigned the town historical walking trail brochure in time for the 150
celebrations. The Port MacDonnell Tourist Association is in the process of contacting relevant site
owners to investigate an opportunity to erect small signs to assist visitors in following the trail.







